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CONFIDENTIAL CAPE TOWN 0512 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, PINT, SF 

SUBJECT: CAPE TOWN TOWNSHIPS QUIET ON SURFACE BUT MILITANTS 
CONTINUE ACTIVITY 

REF: 77 CAPE TOWN 1575, 

SUMMARY: MILITANTS IN BLACK TOWNSHIPS HERE HAVE, AS 
EXPECTED, BEEN UNSUCCESSFUL IN MOUNTING MASS 

PROTEST ACTIONS BUT HAVE CONTINUED EFFORTS TO INTIMIDATE BLACKS 
WHO ARE CONSIDERED SAG SUPPORTERS. SAG EFFORTS TO ENCOURAGE 
FORMATION OF COMMUNITY COUNCILS HAVE MET WITH LITTLE SUCCESS 
TO DATE. END SUMMARY 

1 . REFTEL NOTED THAT IN WAKE OF OCT. 19 BANNINGS AND CONTINUED 
EFFORTS BY POLICE TO DISRUPT MILITANT ORGANIZATIONS IN BLACK 
TOWNSHIPS, PROSPECTS FOR SUCCESSFUL SCHOOL BOYCOTT, CONSUMER 
BOYCOTT OR OTHER MASS ACTION IN BLACK TOWNSHIPS HERE WERE 
REMOTE BUT THAT SPORADIC ATTACKS AGAINST INDIVIDUALS AND 
INSTITUTIONS LIKELY TO CONTINUE. THIS HAS, IN FACT, PROVED 
TO BE THE CASE. EFFORTS BY THE "COMRADES," THE MILITANT 
STUDENT GROUP THAT LED LAST YEAR'S SCHOOL BOYCOTT. TO MOUNT MASS 
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ACTIVITY WERE UNSUCCESSFUL AND HAVE LARGELY BEEN ABANDONED. 
HOWEVER, ATTACKS ON POLICE, TEACHERS AND OTHERS 
CONSIDERED TO BE SAG "COLLABORATORS" HAVE CONTINUED 
SPORADICALLY WITH RESULT THAT BLACK POLICEMEN RESIDENT IN 
GUGULETU HAVE REPORTEDLY BEEN MOVED INTO SINGLE BLOCK 
OF FLATS IN ORDER TO PROVIDE MORE PROTECTION TO THEM 
AND THEIR FAMILIES. MILITANTS HAVE THREATENED TO BURN 
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DOWN ST. FRANCIS CULTURAL CENTER, A LARGE CATHOLIC CHURCH- 
OPERATED EDUCATIONAL CENTER THAT PROVIDES EDUCATIONAL 
TRAINING FROM ADULT LITERACY THROUGH SECONDARY SCHOOL 
UNLESS SCHOOL ABANDONS "BANTU" CURRICULUM REQUIRED BY 
BANTU EDUCATION DEPARTMENT. WE UNDERSTAND THAT SIZEABLE 
DONATION TO ST. FRANCIS FROM GERMAN CHURCH GROUP BEING 
DELAYED UNTIL ACCOMMODATION CAN BE REACHED WITH MILITANTS. 

2. EFFORTS BY SAG TO PROMOTE SUPPORT FOR NEW COMMUNITY 
COUNCILS SCHEME IN CAPE TOWN TOWNSHIPS HAS BEEN LARGELY 
UNSUCCESSFUL TO DATE, DUE IN PART TO THREATS OF RETALIATION 
BY MILITANTS AGAINST ANY WHO MIGHT PARTICIPATE. 

EARLIER THIS YEAR SAG DROPPED THOUSANDS OF PAMPHLETS ON 
TOWNSHIPS TOUTING IDEA OF COMMUNITY COUNCILS. AT ONE 
STAGE, MORE CONSERVATIVE TOWNSHIP LEADERS WHO HAVE SET UP 
RUDIMENTARY ORGANIZATION TO DEAL WITH URBAN FOUNDATION 
ON SEVERAL PROPOSED COMMUNITY PROJECTS APPEARED TO BE 
LEANING TOWARD IDEA OF PARTICIPATION BUT HAVE LATELY 
SHOWN DISINCLINATION TO DO SO. WE UNDERSTAND SEVERAL 
OF THESE HAVE RECEIVED THREATS OF RETALIATION FROM THE 
MILITANTS. 

3. IN SUM, PROSPECT FOR MASS ACTION IN TOWNSHIPS 

HERE CONTINUES TO BE REMOTE IN ABSENCE OF SOME DRAMATIC 
NEW DEVELOPMENT. MILITANTS RETAIN SOME SEMBLANCE OF 
ORGANIZATION, HOWEVER, AND WILL CONTINUE EFFORTS TO 
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DISCOURAGE MODERATE AND CONSERVATIVE ELEMENTS FROM ANY 
ACTIVITY DEEMED TO BE SUPPORTIVE OF THE SAG OR "THE SYSTEM." 
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